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REVIEWS AND NOTES. 



Dr. Georg von Mayr, the distinguished German statistician, who has been 
chosen for the current year as rector of the University at Munich, devoted 
his rector's address* to the position of the poUtical sciences in university 
education. Speaking of statistics, he said in substance: 

Statistical data have multipUed exceedingly and inferences regarding the 
conditions and changes of man's social Mfe are steadily accumulating. 
But by the irony of fate, along with these conditions, strange destructive 
tendencies are at work. The attempt is made to demoUsh statistics as a 
science and relegate the statistician to the position of a Helot allowed only 
to gather materials for the use of other sciences. Modem epistemologists 
have sought, with revolutionary theories, to clear our science out of the 
way, but in the end, they cannot escape bringing it back under another 
title, as a social science of masses which can be counted and measured; 
only they refuse it the name of statistics. Furthermore, within our own 
camp, we have enemies in the shape of some mathematical statisticians 
who would limit statistics to certain regularities in social or other masses 
which can be expressed in definite formulas, and thus they would leave 
our science stunted and barren. 

At present, we are without a clear and coherent conception of the politi- 
cal sciences but such a conception is slowly taking shape. We may dis- 
tinguish the original or Uteral sense of poUtical science, of which the state 
is the center, and the later, or derivative, sense, in which statistics, sociol- 
ogy, and economics stand beside pohtics, or the science of the state, as 
coordinate branches of poUtical science or social science. Statistics, as 
the science of social mass phenomena, so far as they can be counted or 
measured, is bound to take an important place in this new development 
of the social sciences. 

W. F. W. 

* Die Staatewissenschatten und ihr Standort im Umversitttsuntemcht, Munohen, 1913, pp. 27. 



